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State law creates and defines property rights or interests.' Generally, questions involving ownership of land are determined 
under state law, even when the federal government is a party,’ and the law of the situs of the property controls.’ More 
specifically, the law of the state in which the real property is located covers the questions of property rights,‘ and for personal 
property, including intangible personal property, its situs is at the domicile of its owner.° Thus, the validity of a conveyance 
of a property interest is governed by the law of the place where the property is located,° and in determining the ownership of 
property, the courts apply the law of the jurisdiction in which the land is located.’ 


A default judgment determining the title to real property is just as conclusive upon the issue of title to the property involved 
as is a judgment of this kind rendered in a contested case.’ 
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